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The CGTN channel is under the competence of France for its broadcast 
in Europe 
 
The CGTN channel has been broadcast in Europe from a satellite of the French operator 

Eutelsat since 2016. 

 

Until now, it has been under the jurisdiction of the UK regulator, Ofcom. As a result of Brexit, 

on the one hand, and the revocation of the licence granted to this channel by Ofcom under 

British law, on the other hand, CGTN officials approached the French audiovisual regulatory 

authority -the Conseil supérieur de l’audiovisuel (CSA)- to confirm that this service was now 

under French jurisdiction under European law. The CSA confirmed this interpretation1. 

 

French law does not provide for authorisation or agreement prior to the broadcast of non-

European channels, broadcast by satellite, under the jurisdiction of France. These channels 

can be freely broadcast, without prior formality, subject to respecting applicable French law 

on audiovisual communication. 

 

They are thus subject to the Freedom of Communication Act of 30 September 1986, which 

prohibits incitement to hatred and violence and guarantees respect for human dignity as 

well as fairness, independence and pluralism of information. Serious breaches of some of 

these principles have already led the CSA to ask Eutelsat to stop broadcasting non-European 

channels. 

 

In accordance with its remit, the CSA will be particularly vigilant that CGTN ensures that 

these legal requirements are met. 

 
 
 

                                                      
1
 European Union law (the "Audiovisual Media Services Directive", AVMSD) and the European 

Convention on Transfrontier Television (ECTT), adopted within the framework of the Council of 

Europe, provide that, when a non-European channel is broadcast in Europe by a satellite owned 

by a French operator and by an uplink located in France, it is attached to the competence of 

France. 
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